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Mission: To promote economic growth and community development on behalf of its members through  

the forging of partnerships between citizens, local government, and businesses in a manner that fosters  

civic pride and a sense of community. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

On Wednesday 2 December 2009, 11:00 A.M.—2:00 P.M., Board Chairman Steven E. Fox 

and President/CEO Edwin H. Walker IV attended a Newsmakers’ Forum, with the theme of 

―Business Outlook 2010,‖  sponsored by The Business Ledger, at The Stonegate Conference 

& Banquet Centre, 2401 West Higgins Road, Hoffman Estates. 

 

Led by Moderator Jeremy Stoltz, Editor, The Business Ledger, panelists included Andrew 

Busch, Director, BMO Capital Markets, Jerry Lopatka, Principal, Dugan & Lupatka, Judith 

Roussel, Director, U.S. Small Business Administration and Jeff Schmidt, Market Practice 

Leaders, Humana, Inc. 

 

Responding to questions posed by the Moderator, the panelists commented on the many  prob-

lems caused by the actions of the present Administration, most of which are injurious to our 

capitalist system and which place an inordinate amount of power and control at the federal 

level.  Mr. Busch spoke of the recent credit crisis in Dubai, caused largely by a  weak U.S. 

dollar and stressed the importance of consumer-directed health care.  Other panelists pointed 

out the inaccuracies of the mainline news media in their criticism of health-care companies, 

who in the last year realized only a 2.5% profit.  Why do not we have more nuclear power 

plants and why do we not drill for oil in our own country (Anwar)?  These and other questions 

elicited a general reaction of serious concern in regards to the over-regulation by the federal 

government and what appears to be a movement toward a socialist, European model of fiscal 

policy. 

 

Please see the special insert, containing additional information about The Business Ledger. 

CHAMBER LEADERSHIP ATTENDS  

THE BUSINESS LEDGER NEWSMAKERSô FORUM ON  

ñBUSINESS OUTLOOK 2010ò 



Minutes of the December  14,  

2009, Maywood Chamber of  

Commerce General Meeting, 

co-hosted  with the Bellwood 

and Broadview Chambers of 

Commerce,  and held at the 

Best Western, Chicago Hill-

side, 4400 Frontage Road, 

Hillside, Illinois, 5:00 P.M.-

9:00 P.M.  

 

Over seventy-five members 

from the three Chambers par-

ticipated in the joint Holiday 

Networking Celebration in the 

Lexington Room of the Best 

Western Chicago Hillside.  A 

generous assortment of hot and 

cold hors d’oeuvres were 

available throughout the  

evening as well as a cash bar.  

Special entertainment was pro-

vided by the Proviso East High 

School Jazz Band, directed by 

Mr. Reginald A. Wright, Jr., 

who is also a virtuoso trumpet 

player. 

 

Most of those attending  pro-

vided favorable reactions to 

the event and all seemed to be 

enjoying the opportunity to 

network with nearby cham-

bers, who are our neighbors. 

 

Comments concerning im-

provement for next year  

 included the importance of 

Chambers encouraging their 

members to attend.  The 

breakdown this year was as 

follows: Maywood  

Chamber—56 (71%),  

Bellwood Chamber—14 (11%) 

and Broadview Chamber – 8 

(11%).  A few people were not 

pleased about the lack of food.  

Sufficient food was ordered for 

100 people.  The supposed 

shortage was the result of the 

food being made available too 

early (should have been 

brought out at 6:00 P.M.  

instead of 5:30 P.M.)  and the 

fact that some people  

arrived quite late.  In addition, 

all of the hors d’oeuvres 

should not have been brought 

out initially but rather should 

have been replaced, as needed. 

 

Finally, we should have tables 

in the Banquet Room, where 

individuals can display infor-

mation about their businesses, 

along with business cards and 

where Chambers can display 

their Community Guides and 

Newsletters. 

 

Please send additional com-

ments and suggestions to 

Edwin H. Walker IV at (708) 

345-7077 or FAX: (708) 345-

9455.  

 

Respectfully submitted, 

 

Kathleen I. Carani 

Executive Secretary/Treasurer 

Minutes from 

the Secretary 

 

CHAMBER LEADERSHIP 
 
Chairman: Steven E. Fox  (B.C. 11)(B) 

       1st Suburban National Bank 
 
Immediate Past Chairman: Jesse L. Howard, Jr.        

   (B.C. 11)(B) 
       Howard Properties, Inc. 
 
1st Vice      Audrey C. Jaycox (B.C. 10)(I) 
Chairman:    Individual Member 

 
2nd Vice      Latoya Campbell-Stansbury  

Chairman:   Park National Bank (B.C10)(B) 
     
President/CEO:   Edwin H. Walker IV 
                     Individual Member 
 
Executive     Kathleen I. Carani (B.C. 11)(I) 

Secretary/     Individual Member 
Treasurer: 
 
Class of 2010 
Director:      Rev. Jacques A. Conway (NFP) 
      Neighborhood United Methodist 
                          Church 
Director:      Joshua Day (B) 

                     Cintas Corporation 
Director:      Johnny E. Diggs (B) 
      Grafin, Inc. 
Director:      Patrick J. Durkin (NFP) 
           Westlake Hospital 
Director:     Jason C. Ervin (Gvt) 
          Village Manager 
Director:      Marissa Gonzalez (B) 
                    Banco Popular 

Director:     Carolyn Johnson (I) 
          Individual Member 
Director:      Sean T. McCarthy (B) 
            Nicor Gas 
Director:      Viola Mims (B) 
      Vintage Realtors 
     
Class of 2011: 

Director:      Fabiola Amezcua (B) 
           ComEd 
Director:     Sam Balark (B) 
         AT&T 
Director:      Jon Grigalunas, Jr. (NFP) 
           Triton College 
Director:     Stan D. Huntington (NFP) 
         Maywood Public Library 

Director:     Donald A. Offermann (B) 
          Forest Park National Bank 
Director:     Virginia Olson (B) 
          Happy Hounds & Cats 
Director:     James E. Whitehead (NFP) 
          Loyola University Health System 
Director:    Karen A. Yarbrough  (B) 
        Hathaway Insurance Agency 

 
Chaplain:   Rev. Jacques A. Conway 
          Individual Member 

 



 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

Operation Uplift will host its 22nd Annual Dr. Martin Luther King, Jr. Luncheon on Satur-

day, January 16, 2010, 12:00 noon-4:00 p.m., at The Diplomat West Banquets, 681 West 

North Avenue (at Route 83) in Elmhurst, Illinois. 

 

With the theme ―Rebuilding Community Through the Dream‖,  the event will celebrate the 

excellence of Dr. King’s legacy by recognizing hometown success stories and community 

service leaders.  The 2010 Award recipients include twelve individuals, who will be recog-

nized for their volunteerism, youth leadership, lifelong community contributions and home-

town career success stories.  Receiving the Rosa Parks Heritage Award will be Eleanor 

Miller, former Clerk, Village of Maywood. 

 

The Keynote Speaker will be the Reverend Dr. Joseph D. Turner, D.M., pastor of the Mt. 

Moriah Baptist Church of Perrine, Florida.  He is a longtime resident of Bellwood and a 

1986 alumnus of Proviso West High School.   

 

Serving as Honorary Chairman will be George Tubbs, also a Proviso West High School 

graduate, and currently a radio personality of Station WGC, 107.5 FM, aka ―ALBSYLK‖.  

The entertainment will include a ―Time to Remember Michael Jackson‖ by the famous Rico 

Hampton and an exciting raffle will also be conducted. 

 

The Maywood Chamber of Commerce was the first recipient of the newly inaugurated Dr. 

Percy L. Julian Community Award during the 18th Annual Dr. Martin Luther King, Jr. 

luncheon in January 2006. 

 

Providing leadership for Operation Uplift is one of Maywood’s most community-oriented 

citizens, President/CEO Northica E. Stone, who, despite serious illnesses, has continued to 

move forward to provide positive responses to the many problems in the community. 

 

Individual General Admission is $60 and Corporate Admission is $80.  For tickets and fur-

ther information, please call (708) 343-3554..  Operation Uplift is the home of the West 

Town Museum of Cultural History. 

 
OPERATION UPLIFT TO HOST 22nd ANNUAL  
DR. MARTIN LUTHER KING, JR. LUNCHEON  

ON SATURDAY, JANUARY 16, 2010  



 

AT&T TO HOST JANUARY GENERAL MEETING 

 
The Chamber Newsletter is published by the Maywood  
Chamber of Commerce monthly, except July and August.   
 
Letters to the Editor should be addressed to: 
P.O. Box 172, Maywood, IL 60153 
 
Editor-in-Chief: Edwin H. Walker IV 

POSTMASTER: DO NOT FORWARD 

The Maywood Chamber of Commerce 

Box 172 

Maywood, Illinois 60153 

 

Sam Balark, Manager, External Relations, AT&T, and Chamber Board Member, welcomes 

all members and guests to the January General Meeting of the Maywood Chamber of  

Commerce on Tuesday, January 19, 2010, 12:00 Noon at the Maywood Public Library 

(Carnegie Building, Room 201, 121 South 5th Avenue, Maywood, Illinois. 

 

Guest speaker for the meeting will be Marc Blakeman, Regional Vice President of External 

Affairs, AT&T, whose topic will be ―Wireless Technology—Changing Your World‖. 

 

With global headquarters in Dallas, Texas and 294,600 world-wide employees, AT&T cur-

rently ranks 8th among the 2009 Fortune 500 and 29th among the 2008 Global Fortune 500.  

AT&T is the only U.S. national service provider to offer a 100% IP-based television service 

with U-verse TV. The nation’s largest provider of broadband, it is also the nation’s largest 

WiFi provider, now offering customers access at more than 125,000 hotspots, spanning coun-

tries around the world. 

 

COME & BRING A FRIEND, ESPECIALLY A POTENTIAL NEW MEMBER 

 

The charge for the event is $10.00 for members and $15.00 for non-members.  Please RSVP 

by Friday, 15 January 2010.  Tel: (708) 373-6809. 

CHAMBER 2010 CALENDAR 
 

PLEASE NOTE THE THIRD TUESDAY GENERAL 

MEETING DATES IN JANUARY & FEBRUARY  

 
January 12 Board of Directors 

  4 pm Maywood Public Library  
  (Board Room)  

  121 S. 5th Avenue, Maywood 

 

January 19 Chamber General Meeting 

  12:00 Noon  

  Host: AT&T  

  Location: 121 S. 5th  Avenue, Maywood  

 

February  9  Board of Directors 

  4 pm Maywood Public Library 

  (Board Room)  

  121 S. 5th Avenue, Maywood 
 

February 16 Chamber General Meeting   

  Time: 12:00 Noon 

  Host: Maywood Public Library  

  Location:  121 South 5th Avenue, Maywood 
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